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1. Detailed Action 

Claims 1-9 and 16-140 are canceled. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 10, 12, 13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nagashima. 

With respect to claim 10, Nagashima teaches an image formation apparatus 
connected to at least a second image formation apparatus such that data 
communications can be executed between the image formation apparatus, said first 
image formation apparatus comprising: a reading unit 1 as claimed; a printing unit 1 1 1 
as claimed; a display unit 45 as claimed; a controller 120 configured to execute a link 
copy mode (more than 1 printer is utilized other than printer 1 1 1 ) for transferring data to 
a second image formation apparatus ( anyone of printers 112-118) to share printing of 
the read image with the first image formation apparatus, wherein the first image forming 
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apparatus is configured to display a link copy mode only keys ( sk1-sk5) for selection of 
usable functions (multiple print mode) in the link copy mode as claimed. Note also the 
job read by reader 1 is printed by printer 1 1 1 of the first apparatus and printers 112-118 
of the second image formation apparatus. 

With respect to claim 12, see figures 1 and 3 regarding the peer to peer hook up. 

With respect to claim 13, Nagashima teaches an image formation system(see 
figures 1 and 3) having a link copy mode in which, of a plurality of image formation 
apparatus (1-4) in combination with 100 and at least printer 1 1 1 for enabling 
communications as claimed. Nagashima teaches transferring image data to another 
image formation apparatus (printers 112-118) as a slave machine as claimed; wherein 
each slave machine is configured to report functions in said slave machine (such as 
cassette size, status commands and printer functions, see col. 15, lines 45-50 and col. 
16, lines 9-26. Nagashima teaches copy mode keys (sk1-sk5) to permit selection of 
usable functions which all of the master and each of the slave machines are able to 
execute, see col. 16, lines 9-17. 

With respect to claim 15, see figures 1 and 3. 
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2. Claims Objected As Containing Allowable Matter 



Claims 1 1 and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, David Moore, can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
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